
The King Calls us to Himself and to Mission! 
Our Response – Week 17 – When Jesus Seems Hidden 

The Objective:  Build faith that enables us to weather the seasons of life where Jesus is seemingly 

silent. 

Background: We are in the3rd week of Easter.  After the Resurrection and before Pentecost, even 

the Apostles seemed to be unsure of what to do.  Yes, they knew He had been raised from the dead.  

He even made a few notable appearances to them over the next several weeks.  But even with that 

lived experience, the Apostles still seemed to be unsure of what they should be doing.  At one point, 

Peter simply went back to do what was familiar to Him.  He told the other Apostles, “I’m going out to 

fish.” For most everyone, we all face periods in our life when the Lord seems to be distant or missing 

from our daily life.  It can be confusing and, even jarring if we are unprepared for it. During this 

Easter Season, as we celebrate what Jesus did for us, we can use this time to prepare ourselves for 

future times when we might experience a season of dryness; a season when God seems to be silent.  

What to Do:  First, we continue to celebrate the Season of Easter.  We continue to revel and 

celebrate the victory won for us by Jesus through his suffering, death and resurrection.   

After her death, the world found out that St. Teresa of Calcutta experienced decades of dryness in 

her prayer life, where it seemed that Jesus was silent.  And yet, she continued to persevere in faith.  

She persevered in reading scripture.  She persevered in seeking guidance from her spiritual director. 

In simple terms, she put one foot in front of the other everyday just doing the next right thing.  She 

knew without a doubt what mission she had been called to and spent every day seeking to fulfill it by 

taking care of the poorest of the poor.  And she trusted in God’s providence. 

What can we do to help prepare us so we can cope with such a dry season when God seems to be 

silent?  Some may already know the blessing of journaling – simply writing down ways we feel the 

Lord is working in, around and through us; writing down our internal experience of life as we attempt 

to live as disciples of Jesus.  If we make note of the blessings and struggles we experience and how 

God has been a part of all that, the journal becomes a record of how God has enriched our life; how 

God has made his presence known to us in our experience of life unfolding. The journal can be a 

source of comfort if/when we hit that dry or distant season.  When we are there and experience the 

confusion or devastation of feeling that God has abandoned us, we can use the journal to remember 

the many ways God has been present to us in the past, in our joys and in our challenges.  We can 

make small acts of faith by thanking God for those past times when we know and experienced the 

love of God in real and tangible ways.   

If you are already journaling, then keep it up. Share with others the gift your journals have been in 

dealing with the dry seasons of your own faith journey.  If you have not tried journaling, start now.  

Begin by looking back and recalling those times when you know Jesus was alive and acting in your 

life.  Capture those times Jesus was present and through the Holy Spirit, helped you or those you love 

in ways that were undeniable. Moving forward, capture those events and experiences as they unfold.  

Such a journal will be a lifeline to reassure you if and when that next dry season appears.  

Parents:  Explain the concept of journaling to your kids and if they are open to it, get them a journal they 

can use to capture their own experience of God in their life.  It can’t be forced.  But if they know you are 

doing this, it just may open an avenue for them to capture their own experience of how God is present in 

their life – which they can use in the future to help them through their own dry seasons. Come Holy Spirit! 


